72                  TWELVE YEARS OF PRISON LIFE

case after I had received the battery charge.
The outside, or the not-self, began to pour in,
Hke rain, inspite of all that the self could do
to guard itself against this uncalled for intru-
sion. If, for instance, instead of being able to
take my meals according as I felt the need of,
food began to force its way into my mouth and
stuff my stomach against my will, not caring
whether 1 required it or not, what do you think
my condition then would appear to be? Would
I not then become the very worst miserable
creature on earth imaginable? It is fbr -this
reason only that we find in the wise rule of
Providence, specified limits and boundaries
fixed for each individual soul ; to grow and
develop according to his own individual nature
or tendency, instead of getting confused in a
muddle of diversities, resulting from the myriads
of heterogeneous forces, that are working in
nature, each according to its own individual
bend or direction.

It appears to us quite a miracle, when we
ponder over the fact that we are all of us being
omstantly subjected to a pressure of atmosphere,
which means a weight of thirty pounds, per
square inch of space on our persons fr